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ACCOUNTING THETIME DELAY  
INTHEBINARY COAGULATION MODEL 

 
Abstract.The paper deals with the time-delayed model for cluster aggregation processes based on the 

Smolukhovsky equation with the help of the heat and mass transfer kernels approach. The new non-local 
modification of the general kinetic equation of Smoluchowski binary aggregation equation hasbeen submitted. 
Forthecaseof an isotropic and homogeneous medium, the model has been reduced to the ordinary differential 
equation. The further possible development of the proposed model with allowance for taking into account the 
differences in the characteristic coagulation times during the aggregation of globules of different order has been 
discussed. 

Keywords:aggregation equation, disperse phase, polydisperse, model, coagulation process, aggregation. 
  
Introduction. The coagulation processes of the dispersed phase in heterogeneous physicochemical 

systems are widespread in various chemical technologies, metallurgy, and also in natural phenomena [1]. 
Currently, to describe the evolution of the concentration of i-mers in polydisperse systems in the 

irreversible aggregation processes, the Smolukhovsky equation is commonly used for the binary 
coagulation process [2, 3]: 
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where Сi - is the concentration of i-mers; Ф i, j - is the rate kernels. 

 
Todaythevariousmodel representations are used to solve the problem of the aggregation kernels forms 

[1, 3]. 
In the work [4], a model approach to this problem was also proposed, based on the use of a peculiar 

parameter of the order of the aggregate formed during coagulation i – and j – mers: 
 

 ji

ji




 , (2) 

 
Under a small order ofi-mers, the main role may be played by an increase in the effective capture 

cross section with an increase in the characteristic radius of the particles, as well as a decrease in the 
mobility of the particles with an increase in their size and mass. A number of numerical experiments 
suggested that the coagulation rate kernel may have the following phenomenological form [3]. 
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Using the proposed approach to the description of the coagulation process using this model of the 

aggregation kernels is quite promising, because opens up the possibility for the model control with a set of 
parameters. 

A numerical experiment showed that the proposed model gives a correct qualitative description of the 
coagulation processes, which is consistent with the known experimental data and model analysis using the 
methods of asymptotic expansions [1, 2]. 

However, the other side of the problem of modeling coagulation processes is currently practically 
undeveloped. It is about taking into account the time delaying in aggregation processes. This lacune in the 
theory of coagulation is also noted in the science literature [1]. Indeed, without taking into account the the 
time delay of aggregation, the Smoluhovsky equation is internally contradictory, since it does not describe 
the influence of the characteristic time of aggregate formation on the kinetics of the process. 

The problems of taking into account relaxation times and long-range interactions of structural 
elements of the medium in the mathematical modeling of transport phenomena are of great practical and 
theoretical interest [5, 6]. These issues are particularly relevant in cases when it comes to fast processes, 
which cannot be considered as a local aggregation processes. The working cycle of such processes is 
short, and the whole process is carried out in transition mode. Therefore, the possibilities of managing 
intensive processes are limited, and the correct calculation and the choice of optimal values of the control 
parameters are of great importance. 

This article deals with the time-delayed model based on the Smolukhovsky equation with the help of 
the approach proposed in [5, 6]. In accordance with this approach, the temporal nonlocality of mass 
transfer processes can be described on the basis of the model of the transport relaxation kernels [10-12]. 
Relaxation transfer kernels are called the cores of integral transformations that link the flows and 
thermodynamic forces in the statistical theory of dissipative processes [5, 6]. 

Mathematical model. The general structure of the mass fluxes of the components in the n-component 
system in accordance with the method of relaxation nuclei of transfer [6] has the following form: 
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For analyzing the general structure of the transport basic equations, the following type of relaxation 

transfer kernels can be used: 
 

       ikikik tttRttRN  11 exp,,  ,  (5) 

 

where  tRik ,  is a local function [6, 7]. 
 
Thejustificationofthis type of relaxation kernels is based on the characteristic form of the differential 

equation of relaxation processes [6, 7, 8]: 
 

 
      0,

,
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,  (6) 

 
In the paper [5, 6], a similar approach was used to modeling the relaxation kernels of heat and mass 

transfer in a two-component system with allowance for cross-effects in the form: 
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The choice of signs in equations (7), (8) is determined by the conditions of conjugation of 
perturbations of the temperature and concentration fields [9, 10]. 

In the case of aggregation processes, the role of the relaxation times is played by the characteristic 
times of the aggregation of i- and j-mers. The following non-local modification of the Smoluchowski 
equation is proposed for the aggregation process in a polydisperse system [11, 12]: 
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The model equations for the aggregation kernels, by analogy with (6), look as follows 
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With accounting the system (10), the integro-differential equations (9) take the form: 
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For the case of an isotropic and homogeneous medium, relations (11) can be considered as ordinary 

differential equations 
The temporal derivatives of the integral terms read 
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Then equations (9) can be converted to 
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In the zero approximation [13] the characteristic relaxation times are assumed to be independent of 

the order of the i-mers.  
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 Conclusions.It is shown that heat and mass transfer kernel approach allows for obtaining a time-
delaying kinetic model of binary cluster aggregation, and to modify the Smoluchowski equation to the 
non-local type with reducing to an ordinary differential equation. Estimation for accounting differences 
between the characteristic coagulation times for clusters of different orders leads to calculations of fractal 
dimensions and counting the active centers arising after the capture and penetration of a new cluster into 
another cluster.Thisproblemneedsfurther analysis. 
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